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April 14 Koosevelt said yesterday, " If civilisation is to
Sunday, survive, the rights of the smaller nations to inde-
pendence, to their territorial integrity, and to an
unimpeded opportunity for self-government must be respected
by their more powerful neighbours." Then why doesn't
America do something about it ? Talk like this is as offensive
as criticism of the play of a bridge-hand by an onlooker.
Worse! For this is an onlooker who is morally bound to cut
in and doesn't.
April 15 The naval victory at Narvik is not the province of
Monday, this diary. Permitted, perhaps, to note that the
incident of the crew of the Hardy, arming itself to
the teeth, taking to the land, and not being heard of since, is
pure eighteenth century. One thinks of all this in terms of
longboats and cutlasses.
April 16 Holy Trinity, Sloane Street. Memorial service for
Tuesday. Mrs Pat. Few people there except les fideles,
meaning Ernest Thesiger and his circle, including
Esme Percy. No managers, no critics, no leading actors or
fashionable actresses except Violet Vanbrugh, Cathleen Nes-
bitt, and John Gielgud. John, who read the Lesson, has this
in to-day's Times:
A curiously complex sense of humour seemed to disturb
her concentration, and to tempt her in later life to a per-
verse desire to clown in a serious part and to wish to find
tragic opportunities in a comic one.
With this in mind one found a terrible propriety in the words
of the hymn chosen for this service :
There no more the powers of hell
Can prevail to mar their peace.
Stella's peace was marred by the devil within her; her great
spirit made it a drawn battle.
After the ceremony stayed for a little in the bright sun-
shine talkiffg about John's Lear with Esme Percy, and tell-
ing him that this seemed to me to be an immensely clever
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